188	ONE THOUSAND  FAMOUS THINGS
With this her solemn bird ; nor walk by moon.
Or glittering starlight, without thee is sweet«
But wherefore all night long shine these ?    For whom
This glorious sight, when sleep hath shut all eyes ?
To whom our general ancestor replied :
Daughter of God and Man, accomplished Eve,
Those have their course to finish round the Earth
By morrow evening, and from land to land
In order (though to nations yet unborn
Ministering light prepared) they set and rise.
Lest total Darkness should by night regain
Her old possession and extinguish life
In nature and all things.
These, then, though unbeheld in deep of night,
Shine not in vain.  Nor think, though men were nona,
That Heaven would want spectators, God want praise.
Millions of spiritual creatures walk the Earth
Unseen, both when we wake and when we sleep :
All these with ceaseless praise his works behold
Both day and night.
Thus talking, hand in hand alone they passed
On to their blissful bower.
Milton's Paradise Lost
Lords and Commons, Consider What a Nation This is
Y orbs and Commons of England, consider what nation it is whereof
JU ye are, and whereof ye are the governors—a nation not slow and
dull, but of a quick, ingenious, and piercing spirit, acute to invent,
subtle and sinewy to discourse, not beneath the reach of any point the
highest that human capacity can soar to. Is it for nothing that the
grave and frugal Transylvanian sends out yearly from as far as the
mountainous borders of Russia, and beyond the Hercynian wilderness
not their youth, but their staid men, to learn our language and our
theologic arts ?
Yet that which is above all this, the favour and the love of Heaven,
we have great argument to think in a peculiar manner propitious
towards us. Why else was this nation chosen before any other,
that out of her as out of Zion should be sounded forth the first tidings
and trumpet of Reformation to all Europe ? Now once again, by all
concurrence of signs and the general instinct of holy and devout men,
God is decreeing to begin some new and great reformation in His
church, even to the reforming of Reformation itself. What does He,
then, but reveal Himself to His servants and (as His manner is) first
to His Englishmen?
Behold now this vast city—a city of refuge, the mansion house of
liberty, encompassed and surrounded with His protection. The shop

